
 

Writing 

At Place Farm we recognise that writing is an incredibly important skill for all 
pupils.  

Intent: 

We; 

• Recognise the effect that a confident, fluent and coherent understanding of 
writing will have on a pupil’s progress, both inside and outside of the school 
environment.  

• Understand how a strong grounding in writing will impact the future learning 
and development of a pupil in all aspects of their life.  

• Provide a broad and deep curriculum, which encompasses writing practice, 
including handwriting, spelling, explicit vocabulary instruction, and writing 
for different styles, purposes, and audiences, as well as focusing on spoken 
English and oracy. 

• Ensure that all staff members are aware of planning, assessment, teaching 
and learning requirements for the writing curriculum.  

• Ensure that all pupils know how to plan, practise and evaluate their work as 
well as carry out an effective edit and improve process.  

Implementation: 

To achieve our curriculum aims in writing we use the CUSP writing curriculum. 
CUSP is underpinned by evidence and cognitive science. Modules are deliberately 
sequenced for robust progression and allow teachers to focus on the explicit 
teaching of key skills and knowledge. There is an emphasis on oracy and 
vocabulary acquisition, retention and application to break down learning barriers 
and accelerate progress. 

Each genre is visited twice every year to allow for consolidation, deepening 
understanding and retrieval of grammar foci and text conventions. Furthermore, 
the same genres are revisited across key stages which allows pupils to deepen their 
understanding of key text conventions. This allows for learning, vocabulary and 
content to be cumulative; content is learned, retrieved and built upon. 

Moreover, each writing unit in the CUSP curriculum is expertly designed to allow 
for the explicit teaching, modelling and rehearsing of core knowledge and skills 
prior to pupils then applying these through extended writing.  This includes the 
direct, explicit teaching of Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GPS) in every 
writing lesson. 

Additionally, the curriculum draws upon taught content from CUSP Science, 
Geography and History and from the core literature studied in depth through the 
reading curriculum, where appropriate.  This is highly intentional to maximise 



purposeful curriculum connections and to allow for deeper learning: pupils are 
able to build on prior learning, making links with other subject areas to enhance 
and deepen their understanding and build conceptual fluency.  

Unit Sequence 

Each unit follows the same process to ensure pupils can focus on the “what” of 
learning, rather than the “how”. The units include: 

1. Revisit of prior learning 

2. Explicit vocabulary instruction (including morphology, etymology and 
meaning) 

3. Worked examples of the key skills in the form of a model text 

4. Explicit teaching of grammar which often includes “my turn, our turn, your 
turn” writing 

5. Oral rehearsal  

6. Planning, drafting, editing and polishing of independently written pieces 

Outcomes 

As a result of the high expectations of 
the writing curriculum, our pupils 
produce work which is enriched with Tier 
2 and Tier 3 vocabulary, underpinned by 
their knowledge from the wider 
curriculum, and accurately utilises much 
of the grammar necessary to create 
interesting pieces of work. Below are 
examples of work from across Key 
Stages.  



   

 

 

Handwriting 

Our aim at Place Farm Primary Academy is for all pupils to leave our school being 
able to communicate themselves clearly and confidently in the written form.  To 
achieve this, our teachers will model clear and presentable handwriting at all 
times, with consistent modelling and support being provided to ensure that pupils 
can use increasingly legible and joined handwriting, writing letters correctly and 
independently by the end of KS2. 

Pupils are introduced to the four “letter families” and will be taught each letter 
family explicitly. A session includes a gross or fine motor skill warm up, explicit 
teaching and independent practice. Time is then allocated to consolidation, 
revisiting and embedding the letter family. 



 

In EYFS and Key Stage One, the emphasis will be on teaching accurate letter 
formation, sizing and orientation.  Only when pupils are secure with this element 
will they will be introduced to cursive letter formation (for the majority of pupils 
this will be in KS2). 

EYFS and KS1 letter formation:   

  

Cursive script (KS2+) 

Please see the Handwriting Policy for further information. 

 

Spelling. 

At Place Farm Primary School, we firmly believe that good spelling is an essential skill which 

allows the children to communicate their understanding in all curriculum subjects. In order 

for pupils to develop into effective and confident writers they need to develop and use a 

range of spelling strategies. Our pupils are given opportunities to explore and investigate 

the English language and its patterns so that they acquire deep knowledge about the English 

spelling system and that this learning endures. 

As pupils move through our key stages, they:  



• use their phonic skills effectively when blending phonemes for reading and when 

segmenting phonemes for spelling 

•  have an interest in words, their meanings and their origins, developing a growing 

vocabulary both for speaking and writing 

•  write with confidence and creativity, while developing the skills to self-edit, correct 

and improve  

• will be imaginative, creative and challenge themselves 

Each two-week block follows the same structure to allow for pupils to focus on the 

spelling pattern that they are learning. 

 

N.B. Year One pupils are explicitly taught spellings in the Summer Term only. This is to 

allow for the comprehensive teaching of phonics to take priority. 

For further information please see the Spelling Policy. 


